
SOCIAL SECURITY WORKS FOR MONTANA 1

Key Facts About Social Security in Montana

Social Security Works for Montana’s Residents and Economy
• Social Security provided benefits to 253,030 Montanans in 2022, around 2 in 9 (22.5 percent)

residents.

• Montanans received Social Security benefits totaling $4.5 billion in 2022, an amount equivalent
to 6.6 percent of the state’s total personal income.

• The average Social Security benefit in Montana was $17,939 in 2022.

Social Security Works for Montana’s Seniors 

Social Security Works for Montana’s Women
• Social Security provided benefits to 126,538 Montana women in 2022, 3 in 10 (28.8 percent) Montana

women.

• Social Security provided benefits to 6,342 Montana spouses in 2022, 1 in 40 (2.5 percent)
beneficiaries.

Social Security Works for Montana’s Widow(er)s
• Social Security provided survivors benefits to 13,495 Montana widow(er)s in 2022, 1 in 20 (5.3

percent) Montana beneficiaries.

• The typical benefit received by a widow(er) in Montana was $20,531 in 2022.

• Social Security provided disability benefits to 23,922 Montana workers in 2022, 1 in 11 (9.5
percent) Montana beneficiaries.

• The typical benefit received by a disabled worker beneficiary in Montana was $15,432 in 2022.

Social Security Works for Montana’s Children
• Social Security is the primary life and disability insurance protection for 98 percent of Montana’s

233,753 children.

• Social Security provided benefits to 13,127 Montana children in 2022, 1 in 20 (5.2 percent)
Montana beneficiaries.

Social Security Works for Montana’s Workers with Disabilities

• Social Security provided benefits to 196,144 of Montana’s retired workers in 2022, 3 in 4 (77.5
percent) beneficiaries.

• The typical benefit received by a retired worker in Montana was $20,160 in 2022.

• Social Security lifted 66,000 Montanans aged 65 and older out of poverty in 2022.

• Without Social Security, the elderly poverty rate in Montana would have increased from 1 in 10 (10.3
percent) to 2 in 5 (40.1 percent).
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• In Montana, Social Security provided benefits to 3 in 11 (27.2 percent) American Indian
households in 2022, 8,174 households.

• Since Social Security has a higher income replacement rate for workers with lower earnings,
Social Security replaces a larger share of pre-retirement earnings for American Indians than for
the overall population. In 2021, the median earnings of working-age American Indians were
about $40,200, compared to $54,000 for all working-age people. Social Security provides
average benefits of about $14,733 and $12,456 annually for American Indian men and women
aged 65 and older, respectively.

Key Facts About Social Security in Montana

Social Security Works for Montana’s American Indians

Selected County Data for Montana
Carbon County
• Social Security provided benefits to 3,145 Carbon County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Carbon County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $63 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 100 children in Carbon County in 2022.

Cascade County
• Social Security provided benefits to 19,535 Cascade County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Cascade County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $369 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 1,125 children in Cascade County in 2022.

Custer County
• Social Security provided benefits to 2,695 Custer County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Custer County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $50 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 165 children in Custer County in 2022.

Dawson County
• Social Security provided benefits to 1,915 Dawson County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Dawson County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $37 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 85 children in Dawson County in 2022.

Deer Lodge County
• Social Security provided benefits to 2,870 Deer Lodge County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Deer Lodge County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $55 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 175 children in Deer Lodge County in 2022.



Selected County Data for Montana
Fergus County
• Social Security provided benefits to 3,025 Fergus County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Fergus County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $59 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 100 children in Fergus County in 2022.

Lewis & Clark County
• Social Security provided benefits to 17,275 Lewis & Clark County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Lewis & Clark County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $351 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 920 children in Lewis & Clark County in 2022.

Missoula County
• Social Security provided benefits to 24,000 Missoula County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Missoula County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $489 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 1,235 children in Missoula County in 2022.

Powder River County
• Social Security provided benefits to 435 Powder River County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Pwder River County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $8 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 5 children in Powder River County in 2022.

Silverbow County
• Social Security provided benefits to 8,825 Silverbow County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Silverbow County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $174 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 475 children in Silverbow County in 2022.

Yellowstone County
• Social Security provided benefits to 35,180 Yellowstone County beneficiaries in 2022.

• Yellowstone County beneficiaries received Social Security benefits totaling $716 million in 2022.

• Social Security provided benefits to 2,085 children in Yellowstone County in 2022.

Source: Social Security Administration, “OASDI Beneficiaries by State and County, 2022,” Tables 4 
and 5 by State, Montana, December 2023. https://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/statcomps/
oasdi_sc/2022/mt.pdf

SOCIAL SECURITY WORKS FOR MONTANA 3



SOCIAL SECURITY WORKS FOR MONTANA 4

Endnotes
1 Total beneficiaries from SSA, Annual Statistical Supplement, 2023, “Table 5.J2—Number of 
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